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Roger Cracknell winner at Toodyay
Roger Cracknell emerged from a strong field to become the 2019 WA Bush Poets State
Champion at the Act Belong Commit Toodyay Bush Poetry Festival held in the Memorial
Hall last weekend. Bill Gordon was second with Peter Blyth third. Poets came from as
far as Geraldton and Albany, while two of the judges travelled from Victoria for the
event. The yarnspinning section was won by Bill Gordon with 101 year old Arthur Leggett a close second. Arthur featured in several of the awards and was the winner of the
Original Humorous and third in the Modern category. What a wonderful achievement
from our elder statesman.
It was pleasing to have three juniors entering this year. They all came from Mandurah
as a result of contact between local poets and schools in the district. We hope to see this section increase in the
future and would like to see students from Toodyay come forward again.
Judges praised all the poets for the excellent standard of performance and commented on the friendly nature of
the weekend. Everyone who attended had a good time and while the competition was fierce, the harmony
among all the people involved is something that is not always evident in similar events in the eastern states.
Newly elected Shire President Bill Manning opened the festival, while Cr Susan Pearce attended the closing ceremony on Sunday afternoon and presented certificates and trophies to successful poets. Both expressed appreciation to the WA Bush Poets for selecting Toodyay for their
competition weekend. In reality Rhonda Sullivan from
Toodyay Festivals Inc. approached the bush poets in 2012
and a poetry day resulted. The following year she and Andrew McCann were the local contacts for the first Bush Poetry Festival. Since then the festival has become firmly entrenched in Toodyay and receives great support from local
businesses and organisations, both financial and physical.
The Toodyay Historical Society manned a display in the foyer of the Memorial Hall and attracted a deal of attention
from the many visitors who attended the weekend.
WA Bush Poets president Bill Gordon expressed thanks to
the sponsors, particularly Toodyay Shire and Visitors Centre
for their continuing support since the first festival. Other
local sponsors were the Toodyay Op Shop, Makit Hardware
and the Toodyay Caravan Park. The WA Government again
provided sponsorship through Healthway and Roadwise,
and all this assistance ensures the Bush Poets will be back
in Toodyay again next year. The hall has already been
booked for 30th October – 1st November, 2020.
Bill Gordon

This Bully Tin has been printed with the generous assistance of the office of KATE DOUST MLC
and posted with the generous assistance of BEN WYATT, MLA - Member for Victoria Park.

President’s Preamble December 2019
The last two months have been the busiest I have known as a bush poet and it gives me a sense
of pride to be president of this association. I have been to Esperance, Nambung, Toodyay, Donnybrook, and three shows in Perth. There have been other shows in WA including Albany Show and
meetings of our regional groups.
Toodyay was again a great success both socially and poetry-wise. Congratulations to Roger Cracknell on being awarded the title WA Champion Poet. Roger has been a serious contender in the past
and was a very popular winner. The competition was so close that the result was not determined
until the last event was held. Yarnspinning was even closer with Arthur Leggett only one point behind me. What an inspiration to us all to share the stage with Arthur, and to witness him winning
the Original Humorous section.
The judges were in awe of the high standard of the poetry and Tim Sheed and Geoffrey Graham
returned to Victoria full of praise for WA Bush Poets and Yarnspinners. The fellowship and harmony
in our group is not to be found in the east. I wish to thank all the poets, committee and volunteers
who all played their part to make Toodyay such a success. Just another reason I am proud to lead
our association.
Have a go day was well worth attending and while we only had one spot on the main stage, we
had another three spots during the day. Quite a deal of interest was shown in our shows on the
Crystal Swan coming up in January and February as part of the Perth World Fringe Festival.
The Donnybrook Poetry and Picnic Day attracted 50 people to the beautiful garden setting of Tony
and Sandra Scaffidi. Another good day enjoyed by all. The Bunbury Bush Poets and particularly
Alan Aitken are to be congratulated on putting this day on.
Our final event for the year is the Christmas Muster on Friday 6th December for Port, Pies and Poetry. Remember to bring a present (to the value of $10) and come and share some Christmas
cheer.
I wish all our members a safe and Happy Christmas and New Year.
Bill Gordon. President

DECEMBER MUSTER
PORT PIES AND POETRY

PLEASE BRING A GIFT (approx.$10 value)
Bring a gift to receive a gift.

RESULTS OF WA STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS held in Toodyay 1 st-3rd November 2019

ROADWISE COMP WINNER Peter Blyth
2nd Roger Cracknell
3rd Peg Vickers
POETS BRAWL WINNER

Peg Vickers

JUNIOR ORIGINAL 3rd Charleigh Zele
2nd Kalahni Brown
1st Clodagh Naglewicz
NOVICE - OTHER 3rd Charleigh Zele (My Country - Dorothea Mackellar)
2nd Anne Hayes

(The First Surveyor – AB Paterson )

st

1 Heather Denham (When Dacey Rode The Mule – AB Paterson)
NOVICE - ORIGINAL 2nd Charleigh Zele (Smoke and Crackle)
1st Heather Denham (Skeletons in The Closet)
YARNSPINNING -

3rd Robert Gunn
2nd Arthur Leggett
1st Bill Gordon

TRADITIONAL -

MODERN –

3rd Peter Nettleton

(O’Hara JP - Henry Lawson)

2nd John Hayes

(An Old Master - CJ Dennis)

1st Roger Cracknell

(Song of Old Joe Swallow – Henry Lawson)

3rd Arthur Leggett

(While The Billy Boils - K. Goodchild)

2nd Bill Gordon

(Who’ll Give The Bride Away – Bob Magor)

1st Robert Gunn

(Sinbad Smith - Dixie Solly

ORIGINAL SERIOUS - 3rd Ray Jackson (Why Do I Cry)
2nd Peter Blyth

(One of The Best)

1st Roger Cracknell (Droving Then And Now)
ORIGINAL HUMOROUS – 3rd Bill Gordon (The Boyup Brook)
2nd John Hayes (The Whole Hog)
1st Arthur Leggett (The Horse’s Name is Rose Marie)

OVERALL RESULTS - 3rd Peter Blyth
2nd Bill Gordon
1st Roger Cracknell

COMPETITIONS AROUND
AUSTRALIA

For more details and entry forms please
go to the ABPA website
www.abpa.org.au
and Writing WA
DECEMBER 2019
19 December - Closing Date - Sutherland Shire Literary Competition, Sutherland NSW. Rhyming verse, Free verse,
Short story, Themed short story
23 December - Closing Date - Kembla
Flame written bush poetry competition, Minnamurra, NSW.

Tom Collins Poetry Prize
Submit poems up to 60 lines for
this annual competition, inaugurated by FAWWA in 1975 in
memory of the Australian author
Joseph Furphy, who wrote under
the pseudonym Tom Collins. Entry fee: $10 per entry. Closing
date: Sunday 15 December.
Further details can be found on
FAWWA's website

Hi, Bill and Meg and all the amazing WA poets.
Thank you very much for a wonderful weekend – it was great
to meet all the Bush poets and see how they do it on the other
side. I found the judging to be very difficult as the standard
was very high and the individual styles, I
found riveting.
A friendly bunch you couldn’t find anywhere and the feedback I got from my
workshop was exceptional.
A special thank you for the barbecue on
the last night – to those who did all the
preparation – you excelled yourselves.
I eventually arrive back home at 9:15
PM our time – so it was a long day.
All the best & keep smiling
Geoffrey
Footnote from our President:
These workshops usually last about two
hours. Geoffrey’s was so interesting it
went three and a half hours and could have been much longer
had we not had to break for dinner.
Photo by Meg Gordon

FEBRUARY 2020
1 February - Closing Date - King of the
Ranges Written Bush Poetry Competition, Cooranbong NSW.

Great free Poetry newsletter: especially good for Queensland events
Money raised for Queensland
Drought Relief at Toodyay

A huge thank you to everyone
who contributed. We raised
$507.00 to be forwarded to the
Winton Lions Club for
distribution .

eMuse: Independent Bush Poets Newsletter. 2000 plus subscribers (on-line free!) Australia-Wide! Through his free distribution of this
most informative, 20 page eMuse, (An Independent Bush poetry newsletter) Editor: Wally “The
Bear” Finch. P. O. Box 68, Morayfield, 4506, Qld.
Phone: (07) 54 955 110. E-Mail:
wmbear1@bigpond.com

Bush Poem - Clodagh Naglewicz - 17 years and
Under WA State Champion - 2019

* The Aboriginal name of ‘Daramulum’ is pronounced ‘D/th/arra/maal/an’
‘FAITH’ © Glenny Palmer
Winner 2019 Cervantes Arts Festival – Written Bush Poetry
He scanned the rusted landscape with an aged and seasoned eye;
a barbarous horizon brushed a clear, malicious sky.
The heat fired clay mosaic of that last great basin cracked
and crazed its bed; its death throes cracking, crazing heart and head…
and William Strong the Third…began to cry.
The stillborn air hung heavily with plaintive lowing pleas.
The shifting mob enshrouded in a dust cloud can’t appease
a dying creature’s cry for mercy; merciless the land
withholding grace. The only rain, the tear on each man’s face…
and William Strong the Third…fell to his knees.
He scoured an unforbearing heaven, cursed his god, His tome,
then spurred his steed and like a demon rode the sterile loam.
Sheer anguish matched each stride with guilt---three generations beat
drought, fire, and flood; this spirit flooding, firing in their blood…
now William Strong the Third…could lose this home.
He scanned the rusted landscape with his ancient seasoned eye,
and saw the same horizon and the same malicious sky.
With onyx frame against a molten canvas, there he leaned
upon his spear; primeval stance of tribal life, austere.
Daramulum saw his brother cry.
The shadowed figures gathered in their solemn sacred rings.
Bullroarers whirled, appealing for the songs their master sings.
This Sky God, so ethereal his guise of spirit bird,
invoked the change; his shadow grew and swept across the range.
Daramulum fanned his mighty wings.
The languid flora shuddered in anticipation’s vein,
and long forgotten moisture kissed the torrid air again.
The wild things thrust their heads aloft to sniff the changing breeze
as creatures do; sweet cumulus was bearing life anew.
Daramulum’s anthem…rain! Sweet rain.
The congregation chanted in a chorus of despair
beneath the cross of Jesus, unified in ardent prayer.
Humility and melancholy lowered each one’s head
and heart alike; with hearts renewed, behold!...the lightning strike…
but William Strong the Third…was absent there.
The mighty Sky God furled his giant wings and once again
embraced his Emu kin, converging with the red soil plain.
The Great Creator smiled upon His children for the joy
salvation brings; salvation in the song that Nature sings…
and William Strong the Third’s warm corpse…saw rain.

Exercise a priority for 101-year-old Perth man September 11th, 2019, by Victoria Rifici Guardian Express

I’ve taken up Bush Poetry
I’ve even grown a beard
I’ve found it really easy

WORKING out at the gym and writing bush poetry is all
in a day’s work for 101-year-old Arthur Leggett.
“The village where I live has a splendid gymnasium and
I go there to have a bit of a workout as best as an 101year-old man can,” he said.
The Hillview Village resident turned 101 on Sunday
(September 8)and celebrated with five generations of
his family as well as friends by the poolside.

Nothing like I feared.
I don’t have to keep in time
Or even sing in key
Or have to play an instrument
Bush Poetry’s for me.
I’m learning how to spin long yarns
And rhyme like Dr Suess

Mr Leggett cooks for himself, recites poetry, attends
bush poetry meetings, writes articles for his retirement
village’s magazine and lives independently.

I’ve bought a beige Akubra

He was a prisoner of war in Germany during WWII and
said although he refrained from dwelling on the past,
the experience changed his way of thinking.

Recording – well that’s simple now

“You sit down and think ‘where am I going if I ever get
out of this?’ and you shake up your thinking,” he said.

On the poets rack.

Mr Leggett wrote an autobiography, which sold 1000
copies, when he was 80 called Don’t Cry for Me.
He was also president of the Ex-Prisoners of War Association for 25 years.
“During that time, the Federal Government gave all exprisoners of war in the Japanese hands $20,000 grants,
so another chap in Adelaide and I battled with the government for six years and got it for all the other exprisoners of war who had been stuck in Europe as well,”
he said.

And RM Williams boots.

Its all down on one track
You got CDs at the merch tent

Guitars and amps were heavy
And expensive too
Now all I need’s a microphone,
Music stand and stool.
Got my first gig here in Nambung
But it almost broke my heart
They said show up at 5am
We like an early start.
I told ‘em you can count me out

The High Wycombe resident is well-known at Mt Lawley
Senior High School, where the library and The Arthur
Leggett OAM EM Writing Prize were named in his honour.

It’s come down to the crunch

“I’ve been associated with the high school for over 15
years now and I’ve endeavoured to hand back to the
younger generation some of the experiences I’ve had to
help them shape their life,” he said.

Written by an unknown Bush Poet called Billy
Higginson .

I can skip the Poet’s Breakfast
And do the Poet’s lunch.

He said his secret to longevity in life was exercise.

Stinger with Billy Higginson at Nambung

Nambung Report October 2019
From humble beginnings in 2016, Nambung Country Music Muster has matured into a ‘must do” festival that brings lovers of country music and bush
poetry together for a classic four-day event that
has plenty for everyone. About 1100 people attended the festival and 10 poets were present and performed.
Terry Bennetts and Evan Platschenda are to be congratulated on the artists they draw to Nambung.
This year we were enraptured by the vibrant Sandy
(Dolly Parton) Dodd, the richest voice in country
music Brian Letton, the genius of Ian Simpson and
Lucky Oceans, and the delightful Maree Hodson. These wonderful musicians who travelled
from the east coast give a new focus each year for the festival but our home grown musicians hold their own in this illustrious company. Add our Kimberly Aboriginal All-Stars and
a talented group of walk-up singers. Equal to the talent at any festival in the country.
The Bush Poets are not forgotten at Nambung, with prime time spots on Thursday and Friday and a three hour breakfast on Sunday with crowds approaching those at Boyup Brook.
All the poets performed well, and Cobber came to prominence first as a songwriter with
Terry Bennetts singing some of the songs they co-wrote together, then displayed his musical prowess with the clarinet in a performance that had the crowd in awe. Then followed
his usual masterful poetry performances demonstrating why he is the Australian Champion
Bush Poet.
We were pleased to have ABPA President Tim Sheed
in our midst this year (Tim was one of the judges at
Toodyay the following weekend.) Tim’s wife, Christine Middleton gave two beautiful performances on
her harp. What a pleasure it is to be surrounded by
such talented people.
Stinger put the cat among the pigeons when he
questioned why bush poets were not included as
artists in the walk-ups. This prompted a reply from
Billy Higginson at the start of his set on Sunday
morning. His poem says it all, and is printed elsewhere in this Bullyt Tin. Small wonder we always enjoy Nambung, and joining with the musicians to provide an entertaining weekend.
Hosts Brian and Gloria White and their team of volunteers have the property in great order with plenty of shade, upgraded toilets and showers and a well laid out campsite that
makes for a relaxing enjoyable weekend for everyone. Thank you Brian and Gloria and
everyone who contributed to a great Country Music Muster. By Bill Gordon
Photos by Alan Aitken
Make sure to put this friendly festival on your calendar for next year. Camping only but
you could do a day trip or make your base in Cervantes. ED.

Canning Districts
RSL recently obtained a
grant from the City of Cannington for music and entertainment. When the
committee was planning its
Remembrance Day Eve
events, which included a
memorial service and a
light lunch, I was asked if I
could arrange for some
bush poets to perform in
the afternoon, as I had
done in previous years. This
time, thanks to that grant,
there was some recompense offered. Unfortunately, the usual suspects were
not available for various
reasons, however Bill Gordon and Rob Gunn stepped
up to join me and a very
entertaining couple of hours
was had by all. Stinger
Thanks to Jane Cochrane
for the photos.

Do you want to be part of the National Scene —
Then you might consider joining the Australian Bush
Poets Assn
www.abpa.org.au

Stay up to date with events and competitions right
across

ONE OF THE BEST by Peter Blyth
‘Such a scruffy dog’, everybody said
And ‘a dog like that wouldn’t earn its keep,
You’d be better off with a Kelpie mate,
For you need a dog that will work your sheep”,
But I guess I knew from the very start,
She had character and a lot of heart.

In her final year she began to fade,
And her steps got slow as the cancer grew,
And the local vet did the best he could
To restore her health, but I guess I knew
That my scruffy dog; my old faithful friend,
Was about to come to her journey’s end.

She would ride around on the old farm ute
When I checked the sheep, or I moved a mob
And she soon woke up I could use some help,
So, she worked it out and she learned the job
And although I cursed and at times complained,
She did bloody well for a dog untrained.

On the night she died she was feeling pain,
I could see t there in her sad old eyes,
For although old Rowf never made a fuss,
There was something there she could not disguise.
I decided then, if she lived that night,
I would put her down, for it wasn’t right.

Now a working dog really needs a name,
So, I called her Rowf, from the way she spoke.
There were some who said it was rather cute,
And a few who thought it was just a joke.
Sure, it sounded funny, but all the same,
There weren’t many dogs that could say their
name.

Then I took my old woollen jumper off
And I covered her, so she’d catch my scent,
For I hoped she’d feel, if she slipped away,
That the boss was there with her, when she
went.
I could feel old Rowf was about to die,
So, I patted her, and I said goodbye.

If a wether broke, she’d a burst of speed
That would guarantee she would win the race,
Then she’d bring him back and regroup the mob,
And just walk them home at a steady pace.
When the heat was on in the dusty yard,
She could work all day, and that dog worked
hard.

When the morning came, I cremated her,
While the magpies sang in a nearby tree,
And the gentle breeze picked her ashes up,
Now my good old dog’s out there roaming free,
And although I’m still in the farming game,
There’s an empty space and it’s not the same.

When the shearers came, she’d be in the shed,
Getting in my way; underneath my feet,
Then at ‘smoko’ time when the grub came out
She’d be nosing round for a bite to eat.
On a real bad day, when I felt knocked flat,
Rowf was waiting there for a friendly pat.
Then at seeding time, out there picking stumps,
She would carry one in her hairy jaws,
And she’d drop it down and then bark at me
With a look that said, ‘There you go, that’s
yours’,
Then away she’d go for another one;
To that working dog, picking stumps was fun.

“Such a scruffy dog” everybody said
And, “A dog like that wouldn’t earn it’s keep.”
Well, she proved them wrong, my old scruffy
Rowf,
‘Cause for thirteen years she’d been working
sheep.
And we’d been good mates from the very start,
But I lost my mate-and it broke my heart.

Not a dog you’d see at the Royal Show,
For she had no breeding or fancy style,
And the way Rowf worked wasn’t by the book,
So, she’s do no good at a sheep dog trial,
For she wouldn’t pass such a stringent test;
She was nothing flash, just one of the best.
When the young dog came Rowf was envious
For she never liked other dogs at all.
If we played a game, she would take control
And be always first to retrieve the ball.
I could read her thoughts written on her face,
“I’m the top dog here, you just
keep your place.”

From left to right: Ray Jackson, Peter Blyth, Toodyay
Cr. Susan Pearce, Roger Cracknell
Photo. Meg Gordon

OPEN SHORT STORY
COMPETITION
Everyone can write at least one good
story. That was the belief of J. F. Archibald, the editor and founder of the famous nineteenth-century weekly, The
Bulletin, who invited his readers to become contributors. It was this encouragement that led Joseph Furphy, working in his brother’s foundry at Shepparton, to write his ‘offensively Australian’ novel, Such is Life, using the pseudonym of ‘Tom Collins’.
The book, full of stories derived from Joseph’s experience in the Riverina and told in a voice uniquely
his own, is now acknowledged to be a classic of Australian literature
In the spirit of Archibald and honouring the author of Such is Life, the Furphy Literary Award has
been established to promote and extend the tradition of story telling, both factual and fictional, that
is so much part of Australian life.

There will be an annual award for a prose work, which may be fiction or non-fiction, by a writer aged
18 years or more at the time of submission.
Theme: Australian Life
Length: Not more than 5,000 words
Reward: Prize Money: $15,000, University Residency, Publication opportunities
Registration date: February 1st 2020
Competition commences: February 1st 2020
Closing date for entries: April 30th 2020
https://www.furphystory.com.au/furphy-literary-award/open-short-story-competition/

Committee Members—WA Bush Poets & Yarn Spinners 2018—2019
Bill Gordon
Peter “Stinger”Nettleton
Rodger Kohn
Sue Hill

President
Vice President
Secretary 93320876
Treasurer

0428651098
northlands@wn.com.au
0407770053 stinger@iinet.net.au
0419666168 rodgershirley@bigpond.com
0418941016 suzi.tonyhill@bigpond.com

Committee
Irene Conner
State Rep APBA
0429652155 iconner21@wn.com.au
Meg Gordon Toodyay Festival Secretary, ABPA committee
0404075108
meggordon4@bigpond.com.au
Bob Brackenbury
6250 0861 0418918884 brack123@gmail.com
Robert Gunn
Sound gear set up
0417099676 gun.hink@hotmail.com
Rhonda Hinkley
Librarian
0417099676 gun.hink@hotmail.com
Bev Shorland /Jem Shorland
61430127 0487 764 897 shorland@iinet.net.au
Not on the committee, but taking on the following tasks:
Christine Boult
Bully Tin editor
0893648784
christineboult7@bigpond.com
Tony Hill
Supper BT Mail out
0418929493
Fleur Mead
Webmistress
Robert Gunn
Sound gear set up
0417099676 gun.hink@hotmail.com
Rodger Kohn
Bully Tin Mail Out
93320876 0419666168 rodgershirley@bigpond.com
Regular Events

WA Bush Poets
Albany Bush Poetry group:

1st Friday of each month

Bentley Park Auditorium

4th Tuesday of each month

Bunbury Bush Poets:
First Monday of every second month
Rose Hotel cnr Wellington & Victoria Sts Bunbury

Peter 9844 6606
Alan Aitken 0400249243

Ian Farrell 0408212636

Geraldton Bush Poets: Second Tuesday of the month. Contacts: Roger & Jan Cracknell 0427 625 181
or Irene Conner 0429 652 155.
6pm at Recreation room, Belair caravan park, Geraldton. Bring and share snacks for tea.
Goldfields Bush Poetry Group: First Wednesday of the month. Contact Paul Browning 0416 171 809
Kalgoorlie Country Club, 108 Egan St. Kalgoorlie 6.30pm
If you would like to be part of a forum—post your poetry, see what other contemporary bush poets are writing, keep up to
date with poetry events throughout Australia—visit www.abpa.org.au or www.bushverse.com
Address correspondence for the “Bully Tin” to: Bully Tin Editor, PO Box 364, Bentley 6982 or christineboult7@bigpond.com
Address correspondence for the Secretary to: WA Bush Poets & Yarnspinners Assoc, PO Box 364 Bentley 6982
Correspondence re monetary payments for Treasurer to: WA Bush Poets & Yarnspinners Assoc, PO Box 364 Bentley 6982
Bank Transfer: Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000 A/C#158764837 Please notify treasurer of payment : treasurer@wabushpoets.asn.au

Members—Do you have poetic products for sale? If so please let the editor know so you can be added to this list
Members can contact the poets via the Assn. Secretary or visit website -Go to the “Performance Poets” page

Don’t forget our website www.wabushpoets.asn.au
Please contact the Webmaster, if you would like to see your poems featured in the Members Poetry section.
Members’ Poetic Products
Terry Piggott
Books
Peter Blyth
CDs, books
John Hayes
CDs books
Tim Heffernan
book
Brian Langley CD’s books

Frank Heffernan
Christine Boult
Pete Stratford
Roger Cracknell
Bill Gordon

Book
Book, CD
Books
Book, CD
CD

Arthur Leggett
Keith Lethbridge
Val Read
Peg Vickers
Terry Bennetts
Jach Bock

Book
books
books
books & CD
Music CDs
book

