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The      

November 2015 

This Bully Tin has been printed with the generous assistance of the office of  
KATE DOUST MLC 

and posted with the generous assistance of Ben Wyatt, MLA - Member for Victoria Park. 

 
Next Muster Friday 6th November  7pm - Bentley Park Auditorium, Bentley Park 

 
MC—Rodger Kohn: rodgershirley@bigpond.com or 0419666168 

The 29th Annual Mildura Country Music Festival was  held over 10 days from Friday 25th September to       

Sunday 4th October. 

What a fantastic experience! Ten days of poet’s breakfasts in a row and music everywhere. 
The breakfasts were held in a large room at The Edge Motel - just look out for the Pharoah on the 
bridge. This meant we crossed from Victoria to New South Wales and back every morning. Bill and 
Meg attended all ten breakfasts, whereas I only attended seven, due to prior commitments. It was a 
treat to meet the other poets and see a range of styles and presentations. It was also interesting to 
see a different selection of poems and that nearly every poet used jokes in their introductions. The 
emphasis was on humour and that is surely what brings the majority of the audience. However,      
several of us were able to slip in some more serious poems from time to time. 
 
Kathy Vallance (current Queensland champion) compered the first of the two breakfasts and the      
remaining ones were compered by Neil McArthur. Both fantastic comperes with completely different 
styles. Kathy’s warmth pervaded the room and Neil’s quick wit and Glen 20 (compulsory to disinfect 
the mics) kept the morning moving with laughs a minutes. Other poets were Col Milligan,John Smith, 
Jim Lamb from Young, Ron Bull from Canberra (who has a poetry session on FM radio) and a host of 
walk ups from all over the country. 
Christine Boult. 

 

MILDURA WELCOMES WA POETS 

Bill Gordon WA, Christine Boult WA, Kathy Vallance Vic, Neil McArthur Vic. 
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President’s Preamble -  November 2015 

It is good to be safely back in the West after an eventful trip to Mildura Country Music Festival. 
We caught up with Terry Bennetts and Kate Hindle as well as several musicians we have met 
anywhere from Tamworth to the high seas. Mildura is an interesting festival as all events are 
free or at most you might be required to buy a meal. Venues are spread as far as Wentworth, 
with many small clubs hosting shows. 
 
Christine, Meg and I were well received by the other poets, several of whom were already well 
known to me from previous trips to festivals on the eastern side. Neil McArthur and Dave 
Proust are known locally, having both been to Boyup Brook in recent years. The Bush Poetry 
breakfasts are walk-ups for all ten days, with several people reading their poems. Even so, 
the standard of poetry was quite high and some of the comedy would stand up on any stage. 
 
I caught up with another Victorian poet Col Driscoll. Col is in a play about the true story      
surrounding the writing of Waltzing Matilda. Known for many years as a popular folk song, 
Waltzing Matilda is based on events surrounding the great shearer’s strike of 1894 and the 
burning of Dagworth shearing shed. Add an affair between Banjo Patterson (already engaged 
to Sarah Riley) and Christina Macpherson (sister of the squatter, Robert Macpherson) and the 
stage is set for a great show. Dennis O’Keefe wrote the script, based on his book “Waltzing 
Matilda, The Secret History of Australia’s Favourite Song”. The book is a great read and I am 
looking forward to seeing the play sometime.  
 
After a rushed trip to get to Mildura in time, we had a leisurely stroll home including a stopover 
in Esperance for the annual show and bush poets breakfast. Catherine McLernon is now back 
there and has taken over a lot of the organising from Victoria Brown. Other poets were Paul 
Browning from Kalgoorlie, Dave Smith, Peter Blyth and Barry Higgins. The Bush Poet’s 
Breakfast is now in its sixth year and continues to attract a loyal audience of around 100. 
 
The camper van performed admirably, with only a few minor changes needed in preparation 
for the first big trip next year. We had a slight drama with the Patrol though. I had given the  
rear end a lift by installing air bag suspension to replace the tired coil springs. The air bags 
worked really well until a piece of steel was flicked up by the front wheel and one airbag was 
minus it’s air. Worked out well in the end as Waikerie (in SA Riverland) was a picturesque and 
friendly town to spend a couple of days while waiting for repairs. 
 
Not much time for farming before we head to Toodyay for our Bush Poetry Festival and State 
Championships. This event has cemented itself as the premier Bush Poetry showcase in WA 
and I look forward to catching many of you there. As well as that It is a great social weekend 
not to be missed. 
 
Bill Gordon 
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TOODYAY BUSH POETRY FESTIVAL 2015 

 

PROGRAM OF EVENTS 

 

Friday 30th October 

1pm – 4pm Poetry Writing Workshop with John Hayes and Terry Piggott 
6pm – Dinner at the Bowling Club 

 
 

Saturday 31st October 

9am – Junior Original, Junior Other 
Walk ups 

10am – Novice Original, Novice Other 
Walk ups 

11am – Registration of Roadwise poetry competition entries 

11.15am – Presentation of poems in Roadwise competition 

11.30 am - Lunch 

12.50 – Official Opening. Bill Gordon, Andrew McCann, Stan Scott 
1pm – Classics Reader 
2pm – State Championship -Yarnspinning 

3pm – State Championship - Contemporary 

5pm – Finish 

7pm – Ballroom Dancing with Dave and Elaine Smith 

7.30pm – Bush Dance (at interval Presentation of winning poems in Written Competition) 

 

Sunday 1st November 

 

7.30am – Bush Poet's Breakfast 
7.30am – Walk ups 

8am – Rod and Kerry Lee Reciting 

9am – State Championship – Traditional 
11am – State Championship – Original Serious 

1pm – Lunch 

1.30pm – State Championship – Original Humorous 

3.30pm – Poet's Brawl 
4pm – Presentation of awards to Performance Winners 

 
ARE YOU COMING TO TOODYAY FOR LOTS OF 

LAUGHS AND FUN? 
 

Join the Bush Poets at the Toodyay Caravan Park 
 

After the Festival Events are over we will be having a 
wind down barbecue on Sunday evening. 
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THE LAST SCHOOL BELL 

© Kathleen Vallance 
 

I wonder where the children went and what they do today, 
Time’s moved so fast since the day they left and went along their way, 
Did they turn and give one long last look or catch the tears that fell? 

Did they tuck away in their memory the sound of the last school bell? 

 
 

Their little school stands empty on the dusty Mallee Plain, 
The old school bell is rusty and will never ring again 

To call together children from farm to river bend, 
Or signal their dismissal when school’s day comes to an end. 
 
 

Dusty windows keep their watch and sturdy walls still wait 

To hear again the click of the latch attached to the old school gate, 
The weathered door would welcome the teacher’s key in the lock, 
The creak of rusty hinges and little hands that knock. 
 
 

The joy of children’s laughter, the chatter of their peers, 
Those who shared their knowledge as days turned into years, 
Events and times that shaped their lives much later they’d recall, 
Their little school had nurtured and been witness to it all. 
 
 

When they all grew up and moved away the little school was closed, 
We could blame the number crunchers, or modern times I s’pose, 
Did they hold a special service when they called the final roll? 

Erect a cairn to it’s memory on a certain sandy knoll? 

 
 

Did all it’s former students gather with their friends? 

Sign the book of remembrance for times that had to end? 

Did they glance behind for a final look, choke back the tears that fell? 

Commit to long-term memory the sound of the last school bell? 

 
 

One little school is lucky, unlike others we all know, 
Its doors are always open to minds prepared to grow, 
For now it’s in a special place where times don’t move so fast, 
If  you search for it you’ll find it in the Shadows of the Past. 
 

Venture in the shadows and take a look inside, 
Visualize the students, sense the teacher’s pride, 
Experience the sadness when the letter came to tell, 
The time and date the teacher was to ring the last school bell. 
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An event for your diary…. 
 
The South West Bush Poets Festival is presenting a unique, high-quality week-long festival celebrating art and 
culture, education and tourism. The festival seeks to take place in a number of locations around Busselton town 
centre and nearby townships, and encompasses four main areas of activity: school incursions, a community 
workshop, a charity night and a winery bush poets' lunch.  

 The school incursions will be held at various schools from Busselton to Dunsborough and between Busselton 
and Margaret River (including Nannup). 

 A number of ‘pop-up poet’ events will be organised with small businesses such as wine bars, wineries,           
restaurants, and hotels around the City of Busselton. 

   The Charity Show will be held in the Busselton CBD, as well as the free community bush poetry workshop. The 
winery lunch will be held at Whicher Ridge Wines, located at Chapman Hill in Busselton.  

Saturday 23rd April – Bush Poets Odyssey Charity Show  
Sunday 24th April - Whicher Ridge Wines Bush Poet’s Lunch  
Tuesday 26th - Friday 29th April - Schools Program 
Wednesday 27th April – Free Community Workshop- Bush Poetry 
 

Well known interstate artists Marco Gliori, Neil McArthur and Col Driscill will be       
involved in this not-to-be-missed event. 

 
 WHAT’S ON FOR MEMBERS 

VICTORIAN BUSH POETRY AND MUSIC Assoc. Inc. - the Bush Entertainment Muster , 10 – 12th    
October 2014 Benalla Bowls Club, 25 Arundel St, Benalla Victoria  

 
What a treat! The opening concert featured the winners of the Man From Snowy River championships and 
winners of the last year’s song contests. In particular it was interesting to see the performers that are  
winning the contests in the Eastern States and the material they are choosing.  Also the different styles of     
delivery. 
 
Saturday and Sunday began with Poet’s Breakfasts and again another chance to see a huge range of 
styles.  This weekend favoured the serious and people really appreciated lyrical works about the bush as 
well as more contemporary tales.  Jenny Markwell  was a stand out here with her story about her father.  
Saturday afternoon was a tribute to Weary Dunlop at his statue on the main street followed by the song 
championships.  There was another concert in the evening and by this time audience members were    
dwindling, mainly due to exhaustion. 
 
Interspersed with competitions and breakfasts was a short poem walk up and several workshops from     
different performers on their approach to their material, writing and presentation. 
 
What an exhausting but fulfilling week-end.  The welcome from the Victorians was inclusive and people 
were interested in WA and keen to relate tales of their visits.  Jan Lewis worked tirelessly with her willing 
helpers, although she was the main driving organisational force. 
 
Thank you VBPMA for a great week end. Well worth a visit for any of our members that are travelling over 
that way. 
 
Missing you all heaps,  Love Christine 
 

More from our roving bard 
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Do you want to be part of the National Scene  —    

Then you might consider joining the Australian 

Bush Poets Assn    

 www.abpa.org.au    .  Annual membership  $30       

Stay up to date with events and competitions right 

across Australia  

Our Cup Runneth Over 
©Neil McArthur 2015 
 

Two dozen hopefuls sniff the battle 
Standing in the gate 
The greatest Hoops in earth sit still 
Just pondering their fate. 
 
A bead of sweat; a heart-beat 
skipped 
An air of mystery 
A chance to charge their champ into 
A place in history. 
 
The gates fly back, the roar goes up 
New chapters now unfurled 
Deafening cheers from keenest fans 
From all around the world 
 
From hardened punters, down to 
kids 
Their spirits lifted up 
From thrills that only one can sense 
Fro the Melbourne Cup 
 
Since 1861 they’ve raced 
And never once have waned 
Helped people through depression 
years 
And War and drought and rain 
 
It’s steeped in our tradition 
Many a fate it’s sealed 
Be it horses, roses, socialites 
Or Fashions On The Field 
 
But the heroes of that day, no doubt 
Are they who take the prize 
For owner, trainer, horse or jock 
The accolades do rise 
 
How we cursed the kiwi raiders 
When they came to steal our spoils 
But soon we took them in and now 
Perpetuate their toils 
 
 
But through it locals flourished 
From Phar Lap to Galillee 
And the great Makybe Diva 
Who raised the bar to three 

 

And as it grew in stature 
The word passed overseas 
To the British, Germans, Arabs 
The USA and Japanese 
 
And they’d proudly hold our Cup 
aloft 
When victory came their way 
And in True Blue Aussie spirit 
We cheers them on that day 
 
For it’s part of Aussie culture 
Each trainer, horse and rider 
Every year a Hero made 
Be it favourite or outsider 
 
And again come this November 
A new field is mounted up 
To race for gold, and then to hold 
Our Famous Melbourne Cup! 

And the jockeys like Roy Higgins 
And the feats of Harry White 
And the trainers like old Tommy 
Smith 
And Bart have shone the light 
 
There’s hard luck tales a plenty 
As some missed by a nose 
Whilst others suffered tragedy 
Their racing chapter closed 
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Peter Blyth, Bill Gordon, Elaine Smith, Dave Smith, Paul Browning, Catherine McLernon, Victoria 
Brown, Barry Higgins. 

 

At the invitation of the Esperance Agricultural Society, members entertained a 
crowd of about 100 people  at a bush poet’s breakfast held on the Saturday 
morning of the show. The crowd enjoyed the high standard of performances 
for about 2hrs and all agreed that next year could even be bigger. 
 
Catherine McLernon hosted a pre event barbecue  on Friday night which 
gave everyone a chance to catch up and meet Paul Browning and his wife 
Tracey  from Kalgoorlie. 
 
A variety of subjects were covered, mostly humorous but entertaining and 
Elaine Smith even challenged her husband Dave  with a poem. 
 
Vice President of Esperance Shire, Victoria Brown, was MC for the morning. 
 
It is a busy time for poets at the moment. Christine Boult is still in the east, 
some members will be performing at Narrogin next weekend and there is also 
an event at Norseman later in November. 
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October Muster  Write up—Nancy Coe 
 
MC for the evening was Lorelie Tarcoma 
 
Peter Nettleton started the show by explaining the new audio visual equipment that 

has been installed at the auditorium. He then presented “Bloody Sheilas” by Rob Charleton. 
A bloke who over uses the great ‘Australian Adjective’ reveals his double standards when his 
proposal of marriage is declined. 
 
John Hayes recited his own poem “ The Wool Buyer” , about Jack Wende (better known 
as Jack the Jew) who was a wool buyer in the Shire of Dalwallinu, Wongan-Ballidu and 
Koorda. Each year during the 1960’s he came to John’s farm at Kallannie to bargain for and 
buy the wool clip. He arrived a day or two after shearing was completed in September. He 
usually arrived in time for morning tea but took most of the day before he made his final offer 
and headed back to town. I have fond memories of Jack. He was a most knowledgeable per-
son and scrupulously honest. 
 
Caroline Sambridge with her own poems “ Whingeing Pom”  and “ I Wish I Had a     
Camera”. 
 
Jem Shorland has been busy writing about dogs so “ Man’s Best Friend”  was about 

everything his master had taught him. “The McWhirt Family Tree” gave us another indication 
of how useful dogs were  on the farm. 
 
Anne Hayes has developed a love of yarnspinning and told the story of her daughter 

who had saved a dog that had been involved in a car accident. The dog survived and so did 
her daughter. 
 
Bob Brackenbury presented one of Terry Piggott’s poems “ Farewell My Love” . A 

beautiful story that has probably been told many times over about sailors who were lost in 
the sinking of ‘The Sydney’.  
 
“Cobber” Lethbridge entertained us with his musical version of a poem he  wrote “ The 

Ashburton River”. Also, “In Digger Takes a Bride”, Mother McQ’s special daughter wins    
Digger’s heart. 
 
Lorelie engaged the audience in the merits of a book versus a kindle. Then announced 

supper. 
 
Anne Hayes gave an update on “ Snow”  Picks book which is about to be printed. 
 
Bob Brackenbury presented a Syd Hopkins poem “ Under The Weather’. A real tongue 
twister which announces the rainfall statistics on some of the stations in the north of WA. Bob 
has been practising the difficult names! 
 
Lesley McAlpine did a great job with a Bob Magor poem “ Catastrophy” . 
 
Lorelie left her notes at home so there was no Reading From The Classics this time. 
 
John Hayes gave us “ The Drover’s Horse”  (Banjo Patterson) 
 
Peter Nettleton presented The Ballad of Bluey Brink”  (Anon). A gun shearer with a 
great thirst, accidentally skulls a pint of acid with surprising results. 
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John Hayes gave an update on Toodyay (Program of events are in this month’s Bully 

Tin) 
 
Caroline Sambridge presented her poem “ Cover to Cover”  about the X-Factor. 
 
Jem Shorland told a yarn about the “ Cat Population”  which he left behind in Victoria. 
Then two short poems from American poet Pat Richardson, “Missing Husband” (wife decided 
he could stay missing after she described what he looked like) and 
“Embarrassing” (sometimes you wish you could pick your family as well as your friends). 
 
“Cobber” Lethbridge has been museing about life to now and has written two poems about 

“Mildew’s Romance” and “Too Flaming Old” (reaching out and taking hold before you get ‘too 
flaming old’) 
 
Barry Higgins — As it was Local Government election time, Barry reminded us that the        

ex-mayor of Melville (Katie Maher) was one of our earlier benefactors and was instrumental in   
securing the Wireless Hill Park for our Australia Day event. 
 
Anne Hayes finished the night with another yarn (true story) of a baker and his van and 

a little dog. The dog would bite the baker where it hurt every time he got out to deliver the 
bread on his round so he ‘did something about it’. 

Wally Williams and Meg Gordon 
voted best dressed at our Tradi-
tional Night  at September Muster 

Details for membership renewals and new 
members: 
 
Direct transfer to NAB  
bsb 086455 a/c 824284595—WA Bush Poets 

 
If paying by direct transfer please notify treasurer by 
phone or email: 
 
Alan Aitken 0400249243 or aaitken@live.com.au 
 
Fees—Single $15  
            Family $20 
    Please add $3 for posting of ‘Bully Tin’ if not 
on emailing list.  
 
 



 

 Page 10 

Address correspondence for the  
Bully Tin to: 
The  “Bully Tin”  Editor   
Box 364,  
Bentley  WA 6982 
e-mail  meggordon4@bigpond.com 

 Address all other correspondence to:  
 
The Secretary 
WA Bush Poets & Yarn Spinners 
Box 364,  
Bentley  WA 6982 

Address Monetary payments to: 
 
The Treasurer  
WA Bush Poets & Yarnspinners Assn  
Box 364, Bentley. WA 6982 
 

Members—Do you have poetic prod-
ucts for sale? If so please let the edi-
tor know so you can be added to this 
list 
Members can contact the poets via 
the Assn. Secretary or visit our web-
site  www.wabushpoets.com   
Go to the “Performance Poets” page 
 
 
 

Members’ Poetic Products 
 Victoria Brown  CD 
Peter Blyth CDs, books 
Rusty Christensen CDs 
Brian Gale  CD & books 
John Hayes CDs & books 
Tim Heffernan book 
Brian Langley books, CD  
Arthur Leggett  books, 
                             inc autobiography 
Keith Lethbridge books 

Corin Linch  books 
Val Read books 
Caroline Sambridge book 
Peg Vickers books & CD 
Terry Bennetts Music CDs 
Terry Piggott Book 
Frank Heffernan Book 
Christine Boult        Book, CD 
Peter Stratford        CD 
Roger Cracknell      Book, CD 
Bill Gordon              CD 

Country  Poets -Is there anything poetic going on in your neck of the woods.   
If so, why not drop us a line and tell us about it  

 Upcoming Events   
 

Please let the editor know if you are aware of any event which might be of interest to the general membership 
Monday 2nd November 7pm—Rose Hotel Cnr Wellington & Victoria Sts, Bunbury 

Friday 6th November  Muster 7pm—Bentley Park  Auditorium, Bentley 

Don’t forget our website 
www.wabushpoets.asn.au   or   www.wabushpoets.com 

Please contact the Webmaster, Brian Langley on 93613770 if you would like to 
see your poems featured in the Members Poetry section. 

Regular events   
 

Albany Bush Poetry group    4th Tuesday of each month    Peter 9844 6606 
Bunbury Bush Poets    First Monday of every second 
                                                                        month              Alan Aitken 0400249243 
Do YOU have any poetic events which need to go in this space?    Or for that matter anywhere within this 
newsletter—it is YOUR newsletter,  I would like to see more direct contributions from members and friends.  

If you would like to be part of a forum—post your poetry, see what other contemporary bush poets are writing, 
keep up to date with poetry events throughout Australia—visit www.abpa.org.au or www.bushverse.com 

Committee Members—WA Bush Poets & Yarn Spinners  2014—2015 
 

Bill Gordon President 97651098    0428651098   northlands@wn.com.au  
Peter “Stinger” Nettleton  Vic President                              0407770053   stinger@iinet.net.au  
Meg Gordon                     Secretary/Bully Tin Editor         0404075108    meggordon4@bigpond.com.au 
Alan Aitken   Treasurer                       0400249243    aaitken@live.com.au 
 
Committee: 
Irene Conner State Rep APBA                        0429652155    Iconner21@wn.com.au   
Rodger Kohn                                                   93872905   0428372341    rodgershirley@bigpond.com 
Dave Smith                      0438341256    daveandelainesmith1@bigpond.com   
Bob Brackenbury                                            93641310    0418918884    oddjobbob@bigpond.com 
Jem Shorland                                                                     0423797487    shorland@iinet.net.au 
Maxine Richter Bullytin Distributor                     0429339002    maxine.richter@bigpond.com     
     
Not on the committee, but taking on the following tasks: 
Brian Langley Webmaster 9361 3770       briandot@tpg.com.au   
Colin Tyler                      Supper 
Rhonda Hinkley              Librarian                      0417099676   gun.hink@hotmail.com 
Robert Gunn Sound gear set up                     0417099676    gun.hink@hotmail.com 
Nancy Coe Muster Meet/greet  94725303 


